[Predictors of survival in patients with chronic hypercapnic respiratory failure receiving domiciliary NPPV].
Fifty-four cases (36 men) with chronic hypercapnic respiratory failure were prescribed domiciliary NPPV during 9 years. COPD (26 patients) and sequelae of tuberclosis (16 patients) were the major primary diseases. At the initiation of NPPV, the age was 71.2 +/- 7.3 years-old (mean +/- standard deviation) and PaCO2 was 76.7 +/- 16.2Torr. Overall, the 1-year and 5-year survival rates were 63.8% and 26.0%, respectively. Multivariate analysis identified BMI (body mass index) (hazzard ratio : 0.837, p = 0.020) and the number of days of hospitalization during 1 year before NPPV (hazzard ratio: 1.013, p = 0.016) as predictors of survival. Patients with frequent hospitalization for exacerbation or with malnutrition had poor prognosis, so comprehensive supports aimed to improve general status are needed for patients with chronic respiratory failure received domiciliary NPPV.